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Vocal Intensifier 

Copyright © 2008 DB AUDIOWARE LIMITED. 
All rights reserved. 

Before installing, please carefully read and agree to the 
following legal agreement.  From here on the "Software" refers 
to the Vocal Intensifier product in whole or in part, including all 
files, data and documentation.  By installing the Software, you 
are consenting to be bound by and become a party to this 
agreement.  If you do not agree to all of the terms of this 
agreement do not install the Software. 

END USER LICENSE AGREEMENT 

1. Copyright Notice 

The Software is © Copyright 2008 DB AUDIOWARE LIMITED, 
all rights reserved, and is protected by United Kingdom 
copyright laws, international treaties and all other applicable 
national or international laws.  The sole owner of this product is 
DB AUDIOWARE LIMITED. 

2. License Agreement 

GRANT.  With respect to each individual user license for the 
Software purchased by you (either from DB AUDIOWARE 
LIMITED or from an authorized reseller), DB AUDIOWARE 
LIMITED grants you a non-exclusive, non-transferable right to 
install and use one copy of the Software on one computer.  
You may copy the Software for personal archival purposes 
only. 

TITLE.  Title, ownership rights, and intellectual property rights 
in and to the Software shall remain in DB AUDIOWARE 
LIMITED.  This agreement does not include the right to copy or 
sublicense the Software and is personal to you and therefore 
may not be assigned (by operation of law or otherwise) or 
transferred without the prior written consent of DB 
AUDIOWARE LIMITED. 

DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY.  The Software is provided on 
an "AS IS" basis, without warranty of any kind, including 
without limitation the warranties of merchantability, fitness for a 
particular purpose and non-infringement.  The entire risk as to 
the quality and performance of the Software is borne by you.  
Should the Software prove defective in any respect, you and 
not DB AUDIOWARE LIMITED assume the entire cost of any 
service and repair. 

HIGH RISK ACTIVITIES.  The Software is not fault-tolerant and 
is not designed or intended for use in environments requiring 
fail-safe performance.  DB AUDIOWARE LIMITED expressly 
disclaims any express or implied warranty of fitness where the 
Software is used in any such environments. 

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY.  UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES 
AND UNDER NO LEGAL THEORY, TORT, CONTRACT, OR 
OTHERWISE, SHALL DB AUDIOWARE LIMITED OR ITS 
SUPPLIERS OR RESELLERS BE LIABLE TO YOU OR ANY 

OTHER PERSON FOR ANY INDIRECT, SPECIAL, 
INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES OF ANY 
CHARACTER INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, 
DAMAGES FOR LOSS OF GOODWILL, WORK STOPPAGE, 
COMPUTER FAILURE OR MALFUNCTION, OR ANY AND 
ALL OTHER COMMERCIAL DAMAGES OR LOSSES. IN NO 
EVENT WILL DB AUDIOWARE LIMITED BE LIABLE FOR 
ANY DAMAGES IN EXCESS OF THE AMOUNT DB 
AUDIOWARE LIMITED RECEIVED FROM YOU FOR A 
LICENSE TO THE SOFTWARE, EVEN IF DB AUDIOWARE 
LIMITED SHALL HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF THE 
POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES, OR FOR ANY CLAIM BY 
ANY OTHER PARTY. 

LIMITATIONS ON USE.  You may not use, copy, modify, 
translate, sell, or transfer the Software or any copy except as 
expressly defined in this agreement.  You may not attempt to 
unlock or bypass any copy-protection or authentication 
algorithm utilized by the Software.  You may not modify, 
translate, reverse engineer, decompile or disassemble the 
software (except and solely to the extent an applicable statute 
expressly and specifically prohibits such restrictions), or create 
derivative works based on the Software.  You may not 
redistribute the Software without the prior consent of DB 
AUDIOWARE LIMITED. 

TERMINATION.  Either party may terminate this agreement 
immediately in the event of default by the other party.  Upon 
any termination of this agreement, you shall immediately 
discontinue the use of the Software and shall uninstall the 
Software and Documentation and all copies thereof. 

GOVERNING LAW.  The laws of Scotland govern this 
Agreement, and shall govern any dispute relating to this 
Agreement.  The application of the United Nations Convention 
on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods is expressly 
excluded. 

MISCELLANEOUS.  This agreement represents the complete 
and exclusive statement of the agreements concerning this 
license between the parties and supersedes all prior 
agreements and representations between them.  It may be 
amended only by a writing executed by both parties.  THE 
ACCEPTANCE OF ANY PURCHASE ORDER PLACED BY 
YOU IS EXPRESSLY MADE CONDITIONAL ON YOUR 
ASSENT TO THE TERMS SET FORTH HEREIN, AND NOT 
THOSE IN YOUR PURCHASE ORDER.  If any provision of 
this agreement is held to be unenforceable for any reason, 
such provision shall be reformed only to the extent necessary 
to make it enforceable, and such decision shall not affect the 
enforceability (i) of such provision under other circumstances or 
(ii) of the remaining provisions hereof under all circumstances.  
Headings shall not be considered in interpreting this 
agreement. 
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Welcome! 

Vocal Intensifier is the first of a series of Studio Specialist plug-ins from db 
audioware which capture complex audio engineering techniques in simple, efficient 
interfaces. Studio Specialist plug-ins deliver brilliant sound with the minimum of fuss, 
and save you time in the studio. 

Vocal Intensifier gives your vocal tracks a punchy up-front sound, as is popular in 
many contemporary recordings. If you've ever struggled to make your vocal track 
prominent in the mix without washing out the backing tracks, Vocal Intensifier can 
help! 

Vocal Intensifier encapsulates a studio technique called "parallel compression" 
(sometimes known as "New York compression"). We will explain more about this later, 
but it is basically an advanced compression technique which boosts the loudness of a 
signal without destroying the dynamics. 
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 Installation Instructions ð Demo version 

To install the demo version of Vocal Intensifier, simply run the demo installer 
you downloaded from www.db-audioware.com.  

 

The demo product is limited in functionality - the current state cannot be saved & 
loaded to a host, and the plug-in emits random bursts of silence.  

 

http://www.db-audioware.com/
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Installation Instructions ð Full Version 

You will need your unique Serial Number, which is displayed on your license 
documentation (or your email receipt, if you purchased from our online shop).  

1 - Register your License Code 

Go to http://support.db-audioware.com and type your Serial Number into the 
field provided. On the next page, fill out the registration form, including a valid 

email address, and click on the Register! button. Your software is now registered, and 
you will be taken immediately to your personalised customer page. 

2 ð Download and install your software 

Download the desired software package (OS X or Windows) from your personalised 
customer page. Run the downloaded file to install Vocal Intensifier on your computer. 
(You can simply overwrite any demo version) 

3 - Get your System ID 

Run the Vocal Intensifier authorize utility (by clicking on the icon located in the OS X 
Applications folder or the Windows desktop). The Authorize window will immediately 
appear. Write down the System ID displayed in that box (or copy it to your clipboard). 

4 - Get your Authorization ID 

Log into http://support.db-audioware.com using your email address and 
password. Enter your System ID into the box and click Get Authorization ID! 

You will receive an email containing an Authorization ID. 

Enter your Authorization ID into the authorize utility, and click on Authorize! Your 
product is ready for use! 

http://support.db-audioware.com/
http://support.db-audioware.com/
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Common Copy Protection Questions  

Can I only request ONE Authorization ID? 

Your license allows you to run the software on one computer. However, we at db 
audioware are reasonable people (or we like to think so!) and we understand that you 
might need to run Vocal Intensifier on a laptop as well - or that you may need to 
reinstall occasionally due to a new hard disk or new computer. 

Our Customer Support Centre takes this into account, and will issue you with 
additional Authorization IDs as long as the system is not being clearly abused. To help 
us understand your needs better, the system will ask you why you need the extra 
code.  

In the worst case, if you need to email us for advice, your software will run normally for 
7 days before you need to enter an Authorization ID. 

 

What if db audioware goes out of business?  

This is a valid question for any company utilising online copy protection. If the 
company goes out of business, how can you authorize your software?  

Please donôt worry! We at db audioware have personally encountered this problem 
with other products, and we will NOT place you in the same annoying position.  

db audioware has a contingency plan 
in place which guarantees you 
continued use of your software in the 
unlikely event that the company 
ceases trading.  

However, db audioware have been successfully building and selling audio software 
since 1998, and we are one of the leading companies in the digital audio field. We 
plan to be here a long time J. 
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Vocal Intensifier - the algorithm 

Vocal Intensifier captures an advanced studio technique called parallel compression, 
in a simple to use interface. 

Compressors are commonly used to boost vocals. The compression lets you increase 
the overall volume of the vocal, and make it sit more prominently in the mix. However, 
standard compression works by squashing the peaks of the vocal - and the downside 
is that at high compression levels, you squash much of the dynamics and feeling out 
of the original vocal performance. 

Parallel compression lets you keep the dynamics of the original vocal, and at the 
same time boost the overall sound making it much more prominent in the mix. It 
achieves this by MIXING the original vocal with a compressed copy of itself. The 
original copy retains the dynamics of the performance, and the compressed copy 
"supports" the original from underneath, providing additional loudness during the 
quieter passages. 

To achieve this in a multitrack studio, you would normally create a duplicate track of 
the vocal, apply EQ, compression and de-essing to the copy, and then mix it with the 
original. Alternatively, you might set up an auxiliary send/return loop with the 
necessary effects adjusted for vocal processing, then adjust the vocal track and return 
levels appropriately.  

As well as being rather time consuming to set up, the technique can sometimes suffer 
from phasing problems between the two tracks. 

Vocal Intensifier encapsulates the entire technique into a simple insert plug-in with 
only 4 controls. Underlying the simple interface is a professional 64 bit algorithm 
comprising EQ, compression, de-essing, limiting and phase-coherent mixing, all tuned 
perfectly to the job of processing vocals.  

Since the interface is so simple, this manual can be rather short J. We suggest that 
you try out the various Vocal Intensifier presets to find a good starting point, and 
tweak from there. Remember, every vocal performance & mix is different, so presets 
should be considered a starting point only - there is no single preset that sounds great 
everywhere! 
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Controls 

EQ 

The EQ control sets the range of mid/high frequencies that are boosted as part of the 
effect. It ranges from 5kz to 12kHz. This also doubles as the centre-frequency of the 
de-esser. 

Compression 

This sets the amount of compression applied in the effect. With parallel compression, 
it is common to "slam" the vocal with LOADS of heavy compression, then mix just a 
little of this in with the original track. So don't be afraid to try high compression settings 
combined with low Mix settings. 

De-Ess 

Some de-essing is usually necessary with parallel vocal compression, since the act of 
boosting and compressing the mids & highs can have the side effect of ripping your 
ears off with sibilance! Increase the De-Ess control to tame any sibilance added by the 
effect. Note that the de-essing frequency can be adjusted using the EQ control. 

Mix 

This is the most critical control - it adjusts the mix of the original vocal track and the 
parallel track. The VU meter in the adjacent "glass" display shows you the amount of 
effect that is being mixed into the original vocal.  

Power 

What can we say? Click this button off & on to quickly compare the original & effected 
vocals. It uses a soft-switching algorithm, so you won't get horrible clicks & pops. It's a 
nice shiny red colour. That's about it, really J  
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MIDI Learn 

For this feature to work in the Vocal Intensifier VST or Audio Unit plug-in, your 
host program must be capable of sending MIDI information to effects.  

MIDI Learn lets you control any parameter (in the standalone program or the VST/AU 
plug-ins) using an external MIDI control surface or MIDI keyboard.  

 

 

Using MIDI Learn is easy. Simply right-click 
(or control-click in OS X) on any control and 
select Learn in the context menu.  

 

 

Now move a controller on your hardware 
keyboard or controller surface. Thatôs it! 
Now, when you move the hardware 
controller, the corresponding Vocal 
Intensifier parameter will move as well.  

 

 

Once a controller is assigned, you can see 
it by opening the context menu again. 
Here, the Mix parameter is linked to MIDI 
CC 17. If you click Forget, the MIDI 
controller will be removed for that 
parameter. 
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Revision History 

1.0.4 [20 May 2008] 

Á Resolved crash in SONAR 6 & 7 when changing presets or pressing power button. 

Á Fixed param display (values should appear under the output meter when controls adjusted) 

1.0.3 [18 Mar 2008] 

Á Resolved crash/fatal error reported by some users when reloading songs containing Vocal 
Intensifier. 

1.0.2 [16 Feb 2008 - Mac specific release] 

Á Vocal Intensifier now visible in mono tracks in Logic 8 

Á Fixed crash on G4/G5 (PPC) Macs. 

1.0.1 [12 Feb 2008] 

Á Improved reliability of VST & AU save/load mechanism. (Resolves intermittent AU validation 
failure on Logic 8)  

1.0.0 [8 Feb 2008] 

Á First public release 


